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economic changes we have described. It remained just what
it was under Diocletian and Constantine, that is, what it
became in the critical epoch of the third century. The emperor
with his family and courtiers, the officers of the army, the
high ecclesiastics, and the bureaucracy—these composed the
highest class of society ; they enjoyed all privileges and lived
a more or less highly civilized life. All the members of this
ruling class had wealth varying in amount, which was mainly
invested in landed property. Next came the merchants and
speculators, well-to-do men and some of them rich; most of
these were Semites. The urban middle class, such a feature
of the early empire, was disappearing. The old middle-class
families were dying out; if they survived, they were lost
among the rabble of the great cities, who worked for the state
and were maintained by the state, or among the rural popula-
tion, who worked as serfs for the state or the great landlords.
Slavery, though it lived on as an institution, had lost all
economic importance; slaves played no part any longer in
agriculture or trade or industry; their only function was to
serve in the great houses of the rich and noble.
Thus energy and power to work dried up, taste grew
coarser, and a small privileged group kept on the surface of
a sea of destitution; and from this condition of things we
may infer the intellectual condition of the time. The schools
still existed and went on working. But they attracted none
except from the upper classes and devoted themselves entirely
to the task of fitting their pupils for the civil service of the
state. The curriculum was unchanged : general elementary
education consisted in learning Greek or Latin or both
languages, and a knowledge of the chief classics ; and higher
education added rhetoric, or training in writing and speaking,
and the acquirement of legal knowledge.
In the sphere of jurisprudence there was still life and
creative activity. By the labours of eminent jurists, among
whom Paul, Papinian, and Ulpian are the greatest names
of the third century, the Roman law became by degrees the
law of the whole civilized world. Theory and practice still
went hand in hand, and one fertilized the other. The general
tendency of both was to become more humane ; and a strik-
ing example of this humanity is the improvement in the
condition of slaves.
Philosophy also lived on but tended to become restricted

